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Greetings from the Chairperson 

2020/2021 
 

Dear colleagues, 

 

This year started with the worldwide pandemic – 

COVID-19 and it is affecting all of us. 

 

We as a society will continue in the effort to fulfil our 

obligations towards you. Many things will change 

and or be postponed but at the end we will rise and 

again be the powerhouse of this great society. 

 

 

Arnold Theron 

Best Regards,  

Our AGM as an example was planned to be held on 

the 16th of April 2020. We held our AGM for the first 

time in history on an internet platform, on the 7th of 

May 2020. We will make arrangements soon on our 

planned calendar activities, going forward and also 

how it will be done. 

  

I want to thank everyone on the front line, as well as 

care workers and those carrying out essential roles, 

who selflessly continue their day-to-day duties 

outside the home in support of us all. I also want to 

thank those of you who are staying at home, thereby 

helping to protect the vulnerable and sparing many 

families the pain already felt by those who have lost 

loved ones. 

  

We as South Africans have faced challenges before, 

but this one is different. This time we join with all 

countries across the world in a common endeavour, 

using the great advances of science and our 

instinctive compassion to heal. We will succeed and 

that success will belong to every one of us. We 

should take comfort that while we may have more still 

to endure, better days will return: We will be with our 

friends again.  

We will be with our families again, we will meet again.  

  
But for now, I send my thanks and warmest good 

wishes to you all. 
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Office Support 
The ladies running the show: 

 

Madelein Terre'Blanche 

Liezl Slabber 

admin@mvssa.co.za 

secretary@mvssa.co.za 

For more information please contact the 

MVS Secretary: 

Madelein Terre’Blanche 

secretary@mvssa.co.za 

Telephone +27 11 482 7957 

National fax 086 660 7171  

or  

International 

+27 11 482 7959 

Old Journals available on CD/DVD! 

MVSSA Colliery Branch 

Mission and Vision 
 

The Mine Ventilation Society recognizes that the 

responsibility towards ventilation control in mines is 

one of those challenges that none of us can achieve 

alone but require all of us to work together. 

 

The Vision of the Society is to promote and advance 

the science and practice of ventilation engineering, 

with particular reference to mine ventilation and 

explosion/fire prevention & occupational hygiene. 

 

We aim to achieve this through our mission by:  

 

• Encouraging member participation in activities 

necessary to produce and maintain a healthy and 

safe working environment by providing a forum 

where opinions and viewpoints in connection with 

mine ventilation engineering and occupational 

hygiene can be raised and discussed.  

 

• To propagate knowledge amongst ventilation 

professionals through the sharing of information.  

 

• To promote co-operation amongst ventilation 

officials and other professional associations, 

statutory bodies, interested and affected 

stakeholders and individuals.  

 

• To uphold the status and the interests of 

members of the Society and to consider, discuss 

and deal with all matters affecting the general 

professional activities of members.  

 

• To provide and promote the professional 

registration of members in the interest of 

promoting best practice, high professional 

standards and to align the profession with 

statutory requirements as amended from time to 

time  

Our Sincere Condolences to 

Madelein  Terre’Blanche and her 

Family with the loss of her Husband. 

Our prays and thoughts are with you 

during this difficult time  
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• Neil McPherson – Immediate Past Chair

  

   

 

• Stephan Bergh – Visits & Conferences 

 

 

 

• Motsoane Motsoane -  Constitution 

 

 

 

• Innocent Mahlangu - Membership 

 

 

 

 

• Audry Engels - Secretariat 

 

 

Committee 2020/20210:  
 

The committee members for 2019/2020 are as 

follows: 

• Arnold Theron – Chairperson 

 

 

 

• Jan Combrink –  Vice  Chairperson 

 

 

 

• Liska Cronje  – Newsletter Editor    

  

 

 

 

• Adéle Dauth – Newsletter Co-Editor 

  

 

 

• Oliver Nelson  – Treasurer  
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April 2020: 

AGM and conference 

Online 7 May 2020 

May 2020: 

Annual conference  

Exam coaching session for Juniors 

Postponed 

June 2020: 

Emergency preparedness workshop 

Postponed 

 

July 2020: 

Annual MVS Golf day  

Postponed 

 

August 2020: 

Ladies tea 

Emergency preparedness workshop 

Postponed 

October 2020: 

Emergency preparedness workshops 

Postponed 

November  2020: 

Year end function 

Postponed 

 

Background 

On the 31 December 2019, the World 

Health Organization (WHO) reported a 

cluster of pneumonia cases in Wuhan , 

Hubei Province of China. On 7 January 

2020, the causative pathogen was 

identified as a novel coronavirus(Covid-

19). Initially person-to-person 

transmission was not apparent , and 

most of the cases were epidemiologically 

linked to a seafood, poultry and live 

wildlife market, (Huanan Seafood 

Wholesale Marker) in Jianghan District 

of Hubei Province.  However the number 

of cases continued to increase rapidly, 

and evidence of person-to-person 

transmissions mounted in travellers 

diagnosed with COVID-19 who had 

visited Wuhan. 

Coronavirus belongs to a large family of 

viruses, that cause a wide spectrum of 

respiratory illnesses, ranging from very 

mild to severe illness in people. 
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Impact on South African Mining Houses 
 

On 5 March 2020 the first case of COVID-

10 was confirmed in South Africa. The 

number of confirmed cases were 

increasing rapidly , so much so that South 

Africa declared a National state disaster. 

 

Following the announcement Mining 

houses had to conduct a comprehensive 

COVID-19 risk assessment , and 

implement various measures to prevent, 

manage and respond with the intention to 

minimize the exposure of employees to the 

pandemic. Measures implemented must 

be in line with guidance from the 

Department Of Mineral Resource and 

Energy, Department of Health , World 

Health Organization , NICD, Minerals 

Council of South Africa as well as other 

professional bodies. 

 

Mandatory GUIDELINES FOR A 

MANDATORY CODE OF PRACTICE ON 

THE MITIGATION AND MANAGEMENT 

OF COVID-19 OUTBREAK was issued by 

the DMRE on 18 May 2020 
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Visit the DoH Covid-19 Website for 

Covid Resource Portal 

https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

 

Visit the Minerals Council Website 

for mining related Covid-19 

guidelines and awareness material 

www.mineralscouncil.org.za 
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Exam Dates 2020 & Registration 

For more detail visit the MVS Web 

Page or the CoM Web Page. 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE CHAMBER OF MINES 

CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS 

Subject to Disaster Management Act 2002 (ACT No 

57 of  2002) 
 

In light of the current challenges that the country is 

experiencing in regard to the COVID –19 virus 

pandemic all Chamber of Mines Certificate 

examinations for Ventilation have been postponed. 
 

May Examination Changes 

Examinations that would have taken place from 

the 4th May 2020 to 12th May 2020 will now take 

place from 6th July 2020 to 14th July 2020.  

Closing date for registration to July examinations 

has been extended to 31st May 2020 

 

October Examination Changes 

Examinations that would have taken place from 

the 5th October 2020 to 13th October 2020 will 

now take place from 2nd November 2020 to 10th 

November 2020.  

Closing date for registration to July examinations 

has been extended to 30th September 2020 

 

Please note: 

• Dates could be subject to change, depending 

on the announcements from government and 

engagements with stakeholders , in respect of 

the COVID -19 pandemic. 

• Venues could possibly change as a result of 

the date change. 

• The postponement of October examinations to 

November will lead to results being issued 

later than expected(Due to December 

shutdowns). 

• Please regularly interact with the COMCERT 

website www.comcert.co.za where you would 

find regular updates on the above matter.  
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MVSSA Colliery Annual   Golf Day – July 2019 

The Colliery Branch Annual Golf day was held on  

18 July 2019 at the Bronkhorstspruit Golf Club 

and was attended by 220 MVSSA members and 

suppliers. 
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Supplier support of the 

Annual General Meeting 

and Golf day 

Energy Drive Systems 

 

Hexagon Electrical  
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Once again Woman's Day was celebrated with the 

Colliery Branch Annual Ladies Tea with huge success.  
 

A Big thank you to the MVSSA Colliery branch for hosting 

the event. The day was filled with loads of Flowers and 

Fun. 
 

Thank you to our guest speaker Julize van Niekerk, 

beauticians for the presentations given and inspiring all 

the well-dressed Queens. 
 

The Ladies were spoiled with a hand massage after 

formalities were completed, thank you to Mellow Beauty 

Spa for the pamper session. 

MVSSA Colliery Annual Ladies Tea – August 2019 
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Dragline & Confined Space 

Technical Visit by MVSSA 

Colliery Branch 

The Colliery Branch Monthly Meeting was held on 23 

January 2020 at Glencore and was attended by 

committee members. 
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Refrigeration Plant visit – 

Mponeneng Mine 

 

On 12 March 2020, 23 members of the MVSSA 

colliery branch made the Journey to Mponeng mine. 

 

They were received by Me Wilna van der Merwe and 

Mr Selvan Subban and were given the run down of 

the operations over a cup of hot coffee 

 

They then took the cage into the deepest mine in the 

world! At approximately 2700m underground they 

visited the training centre stope and experienced 

some of the tough conditions gold miners are faced 

with on a daily basis. The area was however 

sufficiently ventilated and ambient conditions were 

favourable due to the huge refrigeration system 

installed at the mine which includes a series of 

refrigeration plants as well as 2 x ice plants. 

 

The Principle of operation of a cooling car was 

explained, a stope area was explored and they even 

managed to set off a blast underground. 

 

Upon returning to surface the refrigeration plant on 

surface was the next item on the agenda. The 

Colliery branch members were shown a bulk air 

cooler, condenser cooling tower as well as the hard 

and soft ice plant 

 

. 

 

 

 

After a hard day of gold mining a few refreshments 

and a delicious meal at Rengwe Guesthouse was 

enjoyed. 

 

The evening was spent discussing what was learned 

during the day,  

 

All attendees utterly enjoyed and found the day 

highly informative and we wish to thank all attendees 

for their support. Thank you to the staff at Mponeng 

Mine for their hospitality and continually sharing their 

knowledge of ultra deep level mining with us from 

the colliery branch. 

 

Looking forward to our next technical visit 
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Refrigeration Plant visit – 

Mponeneng Mine 
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MVSSA Colliery Branch 

AGM 2020 

For the first time in history the AGM was held on 

an internet platform. 

 

The Colliery Branch Annual General Meeting was 

held on the 7th of May 2020 and was attended by the 

MVSSA committee only due to COVID-19 Limitations. 

  

The following agenda items were addresses:  

• Welcome and thanking committee members for 

attending by Chairperson, Arnold Theron. 

 

Presentations: 

• Mr S Bergh: VentsimCONTROL a new program 

designed to intergrate with your existing 

VentsimDESIGN model and improve control of 

underground ventilation appliances 

• Mr N Pretorius: COVID 19 screening 

system(Hikvision temperature detection system). 

 

• Feedback on Financial Status by Oliver Nelson. 

• MVS Colliery Branch Committee announced for 

2020/2021.  

• Membership details 

• Planned Activities for 2020 postponement, active 

internet platform suggested for the rest of 2020.  

• Newsletter and technical publications 

 

A huge thank you to the President of MVSSA, 

Mr M van der Bank for joining us and every 

committee member who contributed to making it a 

huge success.  
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Phone: Liska (Newsletter Editor) 082 777 4324 /  Adele (Co-Editor) 082 482 5660  

E-Mail: adeledauth@outlook.com /  liska@ventgiene.co.za  

Contact us with news and views –  
anything you might find of interest or want to share 

 

 

 Certificate Achievements - October 2019 
 

Advance in Mine Environmental Control: 
  

RL Van Staden                             

JL Mahlangu                                 

TR Saohatsi                                  

P Masimula  

CP Motseki  

KR Seala 

HM Mahlangu   

MA Mzimba 

O. Moagi                             
 

Intermediate in Mine Environmental Control: 
 

ME Mampuru 

FC Allies 

JT Khoza 

MS Mabizela 

K Manson 

A Steenkamp 

S Ngobese 

MB Salemane 

KJ Shepherd 
 

MVSSA Fellowship: 
 

A.Theron 

 

MVSSA Best Member 2019: 
 

S.Bergh 
 

Please let us know if there are any other candidates who completed their Mine Environmental Certificate October 2019 
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